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Discovery Bible Study
Letting God speak through his Word

Adapted from “The DBS (Discovery Bible Study) in a nutshell”
by G. Brady, Lipscomb University.

Version 1.0.3

Today’s Agenda

• DBS process and leader tips

• Break

• Practice DBS session

Why “Discovery”?

• Leads to better retention.

• Encourages life-long Bible learning.

• Encourages studying and learning together with others.
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For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I
sent it.

Isaiah 55:10-11

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Psalm 119:105
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DBS Overview

• Eight questions or steps.

• Focus is on a single passage.

• Techniques as a discussion leader.

• Focus is God’s Word, and works with any passage.

DBS Overview

• Requires very little preparation:  You learn together.

• Demonstrates much of how to “do church”.

• Very “visitor friendly”.

Review of G. Baines Comments
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DBS Techniques

• Take notes during the discussion.
• Shows you value what people are sharing.
• Shows that you are listening.
• Encourages contributions.
• Synthesize and restate for clarity.
• Good for take home notes or email after study.

• Don’t force participation.

DBS Techniques

• Don’t let anyone dominate.

• NO hyperlinking (referring to other books, passages, etc.)
• Focus only on the one passage.
• Keeps regulars and visitors on a level playing field.
• Keeps folks from chasing rabbits.
• Be gentle but firm when reminding (group will help!).
• Let God speak through this passage.

DBS Techniques

• Provide good leader feedback
• “Good thought!”
• “I wrote […].  Did I capture what you said?”
• “Oh thanks, that is insightful.”

• Clamping
• Gentle:  “Those are good thoughts.  Let’s hear from others.”
• Firm:  “It is important that we give others a chance to share.”
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#1:  From last week, for what are you thankful?

• Easy starting dialog, even for first time visitors.

• Starts the meeting off on a positive note.

• Helps the group learn about each other’s lives – good for
later conversations.

• Just 60 seconds.

• Don’t force everyone to share.

#2:  What challenges did you face last week?

• Sharing some of our own life challenges.

• Helps members empathize and understand each other.

• Creates a bit more openness.

• Connects the group through common struggles.

#3:  How did your “I will” commitments go?

• Gentle accountability from the previous study.

• Promotes continuity between meetings.

• Conveys that others care about their walk with God.

• Reinforces teachings from the last study.



9/13/2018

6

Read, Read, Retell, Details - RRRD

• Have one volunteer read the passage.

• Have a second volunteer read the passage again,
preferably from a different version.

• Have someone retell the passage from memory, while the
group listens.

• Review the retelling with the group – any details missing?

Read, Read, Retell, Details - RRRD

• Hearing the passage three times solidifies it.

• Reading from two versions focuses on the thought, rather
than specific phrasing.

• Having someone retell, followed by the review of missing
details, encourages folks to listen closely to details.

• Keep the review gentle and friendly.

#4:  What does this passage say about God?

• “God…”

• Silence is okay – they are thinking.

• Using good leader verbal skills encourages digging.
• “You are right.  I had not noticed that.”

• God reveals Himself through His Word.  Let Him.

• Hyperlinking is easy - don’t go there.  Focus on passage.
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#5:  What does this passage say about people?

• “People…”

• God’s Word is touching their heart.  Let it.

• As they describe “people”, they may be describing
themselves.

• They “move into” the scripture and application begins.

#6:  What does this passage say about
obedience?
• The “I will…” statements.

• How should I change my life based on what I just learned
about God and people?

• What is God calling me to do?

• Each statement starts with “I will…”

• Try to get six to 10 “I will…” statements.
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#7:  Who needs to hear this?

• Who in their circle of contacts needs to hear this?

• Encourages sharing of God’s Word with others.

• Moves focus back outward to the needs of others.

• Creates opportunities for visitors at the next meeting.

#8:  What challenges will you face this week?

• Recognition of needs of members in the group.

• Support one another – binds the group together.

• Refrain from asking for “prayer requests”, unless the
members are ready for that.
• “Prayer requests” can make some people uncomfortable and cause

some of them to not share.

Closing with Prayer

• Thank God for His Word.

• Pray that God’s Word to continue to shape us.

• Thank God for the items of thanks at the start of the
meeting (see Step #1).

• Pray for the challenges members are facing.
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Lather, Rinse, Repeat Next Meeting!

Break

#1:  From last week, for what are you thankful?
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#2:  What challenges did you face last week?

#3:  How did your “I will” commitments go?

RRRD:  John 11:1-44
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#4:  What does this passage say about God?

#5:  What does this passage say about people?

#6:  What does this passage say about
obedience?
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#7:  Who needs to hear this?

#8:  What challenges will you face this week?

Discussion
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Thank you!
Contact me at jeff@mckune.net







































Discovery Bible Study

Isaiah 55:10-11
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall

accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the

division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.

Psalm 119:105
      Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Step Remember What to say
1 Thankful? From this past week, what is something for which you are thankful?
2 Challenge? From this past week, what was challenging for you?

3 How did
it go?

How did it go?
(Based on previous week’s “I will”, “Share”, and “Challenge” statements.)

Passage

R-R-R-D

Read, Read,
Re-tell,
Details

1. Reader 1 reads the passage all the way through.
2. Reader 2 reads the passage all the way through (useful to read from

another translation).
3. Re-teller

a. The Re-teller should feel NO pressure to memorize or capture
everything because…

b. The group will then follow-up with any missing or important details.
This should not be a time to nitpick or interpret, but simply fill-in
key points.

4 God? What does this passage say about God?
5 People? What does this passage say about people?

6 Obedience? What does this passage say about obedience?
“I will…” statement.

7 Share? How will I live this out this week?
Who needs to hear this (content or DBS method)?

8 Challenge? In this upcoming week, what is going to be a challenge?

Adapted from “The DBS (Discovery Bible Study) in a nutshell” by G. Brady, Lipscomb University.

https://www.lipscomb.edu/missions/upload/file/65178/discovery%20bible%20study.pdf


